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as to obtain the favour of a Government which, at
best, looked upon them with suspicion. They had
long been, in possession of a considerable number of
fortified'""towns, mostly in Southern France; by the
Edict these were left in their charge, and they were
also allowed, with the permission of the King, to
continue the synods and assemblies in which they
had been wont to discuss affairs of both Church and
State. In the years following the death of Henry
IV., the Protestants held several of those assemblies,
usually without the permission of the Government,
and they preserved and sought to perfect their mili-
tary and political organisation. The territory, in
which they were strong, was divided into circles, the
command of each of which was given to some power-
ful noble, and preparations were made for levying
and equipping troops, and for raising money to
carry on war in case of need. Naturally the aid of
such an organisation was sought by anyone in insur-
rection against the Government; their assistance
was solicited by Cond6 and by the Queen-mother
in their troubles, and the Huguenots showed a read-
iness to take part in quarrels in which the defence
of their faith was in no wise involved.

It was impossible that the existence of a great
religious party, holding its separate councils, in
which not only questions of theology were dis-
cussed, the principles of Calvin and the iniquities of
the papacy, but in which matters of state were con-
sidered, preparations made for war, and armies levied,
should fail to excite the jealousy and ill-will of any
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